ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

novel or a poem, we know that this fact is likely
to increase very decidedly the sale of that poem
or novel, not so much because of the excellence
of the President's judgment, although he may
be a good judge of such matters, but because
everybody knows who the President is and
because the mere fact that he stands at the
head of the state as its chief executive, gives
his word weight that it otherwise would not
possess. Similarly, if the wife of a President
gives a handkerchief to a public fair to be sold
for charitable purposes, we know perfectly well
how helpful such a trifling gift may be, because
the influence of the woman who is officially
the head of society in the United States counts
even from the money-making point of view.
The President, then, far more than any other
person, far more than any group of per-
sons in the United States, is a molder of
public opinion, and in consequence his influ-
ence upon public matters, whether political or
social, especially when those matters are de-
pendent upon public opinion, is far greater
than that of any other person in the country.
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